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History of Epistemology

Course 2CT508

Course Handbook

John M. Frame

Spring Term, 2008
Thursdays, 9-12 AM
Office Hours, Tuesdays, 8-11, others by appointment. Feel free also to discuss course matters by email: jframe@rts.edu. 

Texts and Abbreviations

BGE: John Greco and Ernest Sosa, The Blackwell Guide to Epistemology 

(Oxford: Blackwell, 1999).

DKG: Frame, Doctrine of the Knowledge of God (Phillipsburg: P&R, 1987).

CPRE: R. Douglas Geivett and Brendan Sweetman, Contemporary Perspectives 

on Religious Epistemology (NY and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

1992).

DTRS: Jose Miguez Bonino, Doing Theology in a Revolutionary Situation (Phila.: 

Fortress Press, 1975).

EBIV: W. Jay Wood, Epistemology: Becoming Intellectually Virtuous (Downers 

Grove: IVP, 1998).

ECR: David E. Cooper, ed., Epistemology: the Classic Readings (Oxford: 

Blackwell, 1999).

LO: Lecture Outline. (available at www.reformedperspectives.org )
LTK: Esther Meek, Longing to Know (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2003). 
SD: Supplementary Documents (available at www.reformedperspectives.org )


Edgar, William, “No News is Good News.”


Frame, “Christianity and Contemporary Epistemology”



--, Review of Paul Helm, Belief Policies



--, Review of Esther Meek, Longing to Know
--, “Study Guide to Doctrine of the Knowledge of God” (SG)

Objectives

1. To show that Scripture teaches and implies a distinctive epistemology, antithetical to the epistemologies of non-Christian thought.

2. To familiarize students with the history of Christian and non-Christian approaches to epistemology.

3. To show that non-Christian epistemologies make knowledge impossible.

4. To show that the biblical epistemology makes knowledge possible.

5. To help students develop an epistemological apologetic, challenging unbelievers to justify their claims to knowledge.

6. To help believers understand something of the wonder and joy of knowing God and knowing his creation.

Assignments

1. Class attendance is required. I won’t always call the roll, but students who are often absent or late without excuse will be penalized.

2. To facilitate discussion, please bring to each class one carefully formulated question or comment on the reading and/or lecture material. I won’t collect these as a rule, but I may call on you to share them with the class. That is, for Feb. 14, bring a question or comment bearing on the lecture of Feb. 7 or on the reading assigned for Feb. 7. Similarly with other assignments. The point of the question or comment should be to provoke class discussion. 

3. Final Exam, time to be announced, covering the entire course.

4. Research Paper, due Fri., May 16 (!), at 11 am. It should be around 4500 words (about 15 pp., doublespaced). It may be on any topic relevant to the course: a thinker, a problem, exegesis of a relevant Bible passage, a comparison of two or more views, application of epistemology to apologetics, preaching, theology, or other aspects of the ministry of the church. The paper should include research beyond the assigned readings, and you should indicate these by footnotes and/or bibliography. (I don’t care about what bibliographic style you use; just make it consistent.) In your paper, do not merely describe a position, but argue it, anticipating objections. See discussion below for my grading criteria and abbreviations for comments on papers.

Grading Weights

Final Exam: 40%

Term Paper: 50%

Class Participation: 10%

Hall of Frame


I would like to post the best papers written in the course at www.reformedperspectives.org. These will serve as examples to other students of excellent writing and as resource materials. Please let me know in advance if you do not want your paper to be used in this way. 
Schedule of Assigned Readings (subject to change)

Feb. 7: The Bible and Human Knowledge


DKG, 1-18, 40-75


LO, 1-13


SG, Lessons 1-3

Feb. 14: Biblical Epistemology Continued: Justification


DKG, 93-164


EBIV, 1-76


SG, Lessons 5-6

Feb. 21: Biblical Epistemology Continued: Human Faculties of Knowledge


DKG, 319-346


EBIV, 175-196


SG, Lesson 10


Frame, Review of Helm, Belief Policies, in SD

Feb. 28: Greek Philosophy


ECR, 9-59


LO, 13-24

Mar. 6: Medieval, Oriental Philosophy


ECR, 60-96


LO, 26-37

Mar. 13: Rationalists and Empiricists


ECR, 97-147


LO, 37-41

Mar. 20: Attempts to Confront the Skeptical Challenge, 1650-1900


ECR, 148-195


LO, 42-82
Mar. 27: Spring break, no class

Apr. 3: Pragmatism, Phenomenology


ECR, 196-231


LO, 82-114

Apr. 10: Structuralism, Deconstruction, Liberation


DTRS, 86-105.

William Edgar, “No News is Good News” in SD.


Helen E. Longino, “Feminist Epistemology” in BGE, 327-53.


LO, 153-159

Apr. 17: Language Analysis: Early Twentieth Century


ECR, 232-280


LO, 153-159

Apr. 24: Language Analysis: Late Twentieth Century


EBIV, 77-153


Frame, “Christianity and Contemporary Epistemology” in SD.


LO, 159-167

May 1: Epistemology and Religious Belief


CPRE, 81-128, 295-353


Frame, Review of Esther Meek, Longing to Know.

LO, 167-178


LTK (all)

May 8: Epistemology and Religious Belief, Continued


CPRE, 133-178


EBIV, 154-174
FRI., MAY 16, 11:00: TERM PAPERS DUE. 

The Exam

The exam may include, (1) some multiple choice questions, (2) some brief definitions or identifications, and (3) some short essays.

Abbreviations for Comments on Papers
A - awkward

Amb - ambiguous

Arg - more argument needed

C - compress

Circle (drawn around some text)


- usually refers to


misspelling or other


obvious mistake

D - define

E - expand, elaborate, explain

EA - emphasis argument

F - too figurative for context

G - grammatical error

Ill - illegible

Illus - illustrate, give example

Int - interesting

L1 - lateness penalty for one


day (similarly L2, etc.)

M - misleading in context

O - overstated, overgeneralized

R - redundant

Ref- reference (of pronoun, etc.)

Rel- irrelevant

Rep - repetitious

Resp - not responsive (In a dialogue: one party raises a good


question to which the other does not respond.)

S - summary needed

Scr - needs more scripture support

Simp - oversimplified

SM - straw man (a view nobody holds)

SS - problem in sentence structure

St - style inappropriate

T - transition needed

U - unclear

V - vague

W - questionable word-choice

Wk - weak writing (too many


passives, King James


English, etc.)

WO - word order

WV - whose view? yours?


another author?

Grading System for Papers


A: Good grasp of basic issues, plus something really extraordinary, worthy of publication in either a technical or popular publication. That special excellence may be of various kinds: formulation, illustration, comprehensiveness, subtlety/nuance, creativity, argument, insight, correlations with other issues, historical perspective, philosophical sophistication, research beyond the requirements of the assignment. One of these will be enough!


A‑: An A paper, except that it requires some minor improvement before an editor would finally accept it for publication.


B+: Good grasp of basic issues but without the special excellences noted above. A few minor glitches.


B: The average grade for graduate study. Good grasp of basic issues, but can be significantly improved.


B‑: Shows an understanding of the issues, but marred by significant errors, unclarities (conceptual or linguistic), unpersuasive arguments, and/or shallow thinking.


C+: Raises suspicions that to some extent the student is merely manipulating terms and concepts without adequately understanding them, even though to a large extent these terms and concepts are used appropriately. Does show serious study and preparation.


C: Uses ideas with some accuracy, but without mastery or insight; thus the paper is often confused. 


C‑: Problems are such that the student evidently does not understand adequately the issues he/she is writing about, but the work may nevertheless be described as barely competent. 


D: I don't give D's on papers or exams. 


F: Failure to complete the assignment satisfactorily. Such performance would disqualify a candidate for ministry if it were part of a presbytery exam.


Most of my students get B's. I try to keep A's and C's to a relatively small number.  F's are extremely rare, but I have given a few.

Grading System for Class Participation


I realize that not everybody is equally adept at contributing to discussions. But, of course, not everybody is equally adept at taking exams and writing papers either. And it does seem to me that the ability to contribute orally to a theological discussion is an important skill for ministry and scholarship. It is at least equal in importance to the ability to write papers and take exams. At seminary, we give students experience in preaching and counseling. I see the discussions in this course as opportunities for students to develop additional oral skills. 


So I will grade your class participation. That does not mean that I will grade every comment you make, though I will probably have to take some notes on your responses. But I do hope over the semester to get a clear impression of how you have fulfilled this responsibility. Here, in general terms, is what I am looking for, and how I correlate these values with letter grades:


A: The student has intelligently understood and evaluated the assigned material and is able to discuss it with extraordinary insight.


B: Good understanding and sound evaluation. No extraordinary insight.


C: Shows serious study of the material, but inadequate comprehension.


D: No D grades given.


F: Frequently late, absent, unprepared. (Lateness, unexcused absence and lack of preparation will also lower grades at the upper range of the scale, e.g. from A to A-.)

Bibliography


Below are some of the sources that I have found helpful in developing the course (and some that I have reason to think might have been helpful if I had had time to read them). I’m listing the topics more or less in the order they appear in the course. At the end are some titles on epistemology in science and history, topics I do not presently plan to discuss in the course, but which you might want to investigate for your term papers. 

Christian Epistemology

Bahnsen, Greg, Always Ready (Atlanta: American Vision, 1996). Includes 


Bahnsen’s valuable survey of Biblical passages relevant to epistemology 


and apologetics.


--, “The Crucial Concept of Self-Deception in Presuppotisional 


Apologetics,” WTJ 57:1 (Spring, 1995), 1-32.


--, Van Til’s Apologetic: Readings and Commentary (Phillipsburg: P&R, 


1998). Includes a number of Van Til texts relevant to epistemology.

Clark, Gordon H., A Christian View of Men and Things


(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1952). Last chapter deals with epistemology. 


‑‑, Religion, Reason and Revelation (Phila.:


P&R, 1961.)


--, Faith and Saving Faith (Jefferson, MD:


Trinity Foundation, 1983). 


--, “How Does Man Know God?” Trinity Review 68 (July-Aug., 1989).


--, Language and Theology (Phillipsburg: P&R, 1980). 


--, Three Types of Religious Philosophy (NP: Craig Press, 1973).


--, The Johannine Logos (NP: P&R, 1972).


See also Nash, below.

Clark, Kelly J., ed., Philosophers Who Believe (Downers Grove: IVP, 1993). Personal glimpses at some contemporary Christian philosophers.

Evans, C. Stephen, Faith Beyond Reason: a Kierkegaardian Account (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999).


--, Philosophy of Religion (Downers Grove: IVP, 1985).

Frame, John M., Apologetics to the Glory of God (Phillipsburg: P&R, 1994).


--, “Christianity and Contemporary Epistemology,” in WTJ 52 (1990), 131-141.


--, Cornelius Van Til: An Analysis of His Thought (Phillipsburg: P&R, 1995).


--, Doctrine of the Knowledge of God (Phillipsburg: P&R, 1987).


--, Review of Paul Helm, Belief Policies, in WTJ 57:1 (Spring, 1995), 248-251.

Meek, Esther, Longing to Know: The Philosophy of Knowledge for Ordinary People (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2003). 
Nash, Ronald, Faith and Reason: Searching for a Rational Faith


(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988).


--, ed., The Philosophy of Gordon H. Clark (Phila.: Presbyterian and 


Reformed, 1968). Includes Clark’s “Wheaton Lectures,” the statement of 


the “later Clarkian epistemology.”


--, The Word of God and the Mind of Man (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 


1982).

Plantinga, Theodore, Christian Philosophy Within Biblical Bounds (Alberta: 


Inheritance Publications, 1991). 

Poythress, Vern, God-Centered Biblical Interpretation (Phillipsburg: P&R, 1999).


--, Philosophy, Science, and the Sovereignty of God (np: Presbyterian and 


Reformed, 1976.


--, “Reforming Logic and Ontology in the Light of the Trinity,” WTJ 57:1 


(Spring, 1995), 187-220.


--, Science and Hermeneutics (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988).


--, Symphonic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987). A definitive 


statement of “multi-perspectivalism.” Poythress is my theological soul-


mate.

Reymond, Robert L., The Justification of Knowledge


(NP: P&R, 1976). Van Tillian; occasionally veers toward Clark.

Schaeffer, Francis, He Is There and He Is Not Silent (Wheaton: Tyndale,


1972).

Van Til, Cornelius, A Christian Theory of Knowledge (Phila.: P&R,


1969).


--, The Defense of Christianity and My Credo (Phillipsburg: P&R, 1971). 


If you are new to Van Til, here is the place to begin. 


‑‑, The Defense of the Faith (Phila.: P&R, 1975),


third edition, revised.


--, An Introduction to Systematic Theology (Phila.: P&R, 1974). Note


especially his account of the interactions between different kinds


of divine revelation. 


‑‑, A Survey of Christian Epistemology (NP:


Den Dulk Foundation, 1969).

Wolfe, David, Epistemology: The Justification of Belief


(Downers Grove: IVP, 1982). 

Wolterstorff, Nicholas, Reason Within the Bounds of Religion


(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976, 1984). Important work.

Wood, W. Jay, Epistemology (Downers Grove: IVP, 1998). 

Young, William, Foundations of Theory (Nutley: Craig Press, 1967). 

Histories of Philosophy (Western), Reference Works, and Primary Sources

Allen, Diogenes, and Springsted, Eric, ed., Primary Readings


in Philosophy for Understanding Theology (Louisville:


Westminster/ John Knox, 1992). 

Aristotle, The Basic Works of Aristotle (NY: Random House, 1941). ed., Richard McKeon.

Ayer, A. J., Philosophy in the Twentieth Century (NY: Random House, 1984). 

Brown, Colin, Philosophy and the Christian Faith (Downers Grove: IVP, 1968). 

Clark, Gordon H., Dewey (Phila.: P&R, 1960). 


--, Thales to Dewey (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,


1957). Clark held to Reformed theology.


--, William James (Phila.: P&R, 1963).

Cooper, David, ed., Epistemology: The Classic Readings (Oxford: Blackwell, 


1999). 

Copleston, Frederick, A History of Philosophy (Garden City:


Doubleday, 1962). Many volumes. 

Descartes, Rene, A Discourse on Method and Selected Writings (NY: Dutton, 


1951). 

Edwards, Paul, ed., The Encyclopedia of Philosophy (NY: Macmillan, 1967). 8 vols.

Evans, C. Stephen, Existentialism: The Philosophy of Despair and the Quest for Hope (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984). Evans is evangelical.

Ewing, A. C., A Short Commentary on Kant's Critique of Pure Reason (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1938, 1974).

Fann, K. T., Wittgenstein’s Conception of Philosophy (Berkeley: Univ. Of Calif. 


Press, 1969).

Gadamer, Hans-Georg, Truth and Method (NY: Crossroad, 1982).

Gier, Nicholas F., Wittgenstein and Phenomenology (Albany: SUNY Press, 1981).

Habermas, Jürgen, Knowledge and Human Interests  (Boston: Beacon Press, 

1972).

Hallett, Garth, A Companion to Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations(Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1977).

Hampshire, Stuart, Spinoza (Baltimore: Penguin, 1951). 

Hegel, GWF, Hegel: Texts and Commentary, ed. Walter Kaufmann (Notre Dame: UND Press, 1965, 1977). 


--, On Christianity: Early Theological Writings, Int. Richard Kroner 


(NY: Harper, 1948).  


--, Selections (NY: Scribner's, 1929). 

Heidegger, Martin, Being and Time (NY: Harper, 1962).


--, On the Way to Language (NY: Harper, 1971).

Hume, David, An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding (NY: Liberal Arts Press, 1955). 


--, The Philosophy of David Hume (NY:Random House, 1963). 


--, A Treatise of Human Nature (NY: Dutton, 1911, 1956).

James, William, Essays in Pragmatism (NY: Hafner, 1948, 1955). 


--, Pragmatism and The Meaning of Truth (Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, 1978). 

Kant, Immanuel, Critique of Pure Reason, Abridged and Translated by Norman Kemp Smith (NY: Random House, 1958).


--, Critique of Pure Reason (unabridged) (NY: St. Martin's Press, 1929, 1965). 


--, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics (NY: Liberal Arts Press, 1950).

Kaufmann, Walter, ed., Existentialism From Dostoevsky to Sartre (NY: Meridian, 1957). 


--, From Shakespeare to Existentialism (Boston: Neacon Press, 1959). 5.95. 404. h. Anti-Christian.


--, Nietzsche (NY: Meridian, 1950, 1956). 412. p. 

Kierkegaard, Soren, Concluding Unscientific Postscript (Princeton: Princeton UP, 1941, 1968).


--, Fear and Trembling; The Sickness Unto Death (Garden City: Doubleday, 1941, 1955). 

Leibniz, G. W., Selections (NY: Scribner's, 1951).

Locke, John, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (NY: Dover, 1959). 2 vols. 

Malcolm, Norman, Ludwig Wittgenstein: A Memoir (London: Oxford Univ. Press, 1958, 1970). 

Nietzsche, Friedrich, The Birth of Tragedy and the Genealogy of Morals (Garden City: Doubleday, 1956).


--, The Portable Nietzsche, ed. W. Kaufmann (NY: Viking, 1954).

Palmer, Donald, Looking at Philosophy (Mountain View: Mayfield,


1988). A simple, but very competent exposition.

Pascal, Blaise, Pensees (NY: Dutton, 1956). 

Pears, David, Ludwig Wittgenstein (NY: Viking Press, 1969, 1970).

Plato, Plato: The Collected Dialogues, ed. Edith Hamilton and Huntington 


Cairns (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1961). 10.00. 1743. h. 

Peirce, Charles S., Philosophical Writings of Peirce (NY: Dover, 1955).

Reese, William L., Dictionary of Philosophy and Religion (NJ: Humanities Press, 


1980, 1996).

Russell, Bertrand, The Basic Writings of Bertrand Russell (NY: Simon and 


Schuster, 1961).


--, The Problems of Philosophy (London: Oxford UP, 1912, 1956).

Singer, C. Gregg, From Rationalism to Irrationality (Phillipsburg: P&R, 1979). 


Singer was a historian of Reformed convictions. 

Spinoza, Selections (NY: Scribner's, 1930). 


--, Works of Spinoza (NY: Dover, 1951). 2 vols. 

Thilly, Frank, and Wood, Ledger, A History of Philosophy


(NY: Henry Holt, 1951).

Thiselton, Anthony C., The Two Horizons (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980). 


Interacts especially with Heidegger, Bultmann, Gadamer, and 


Wittgenstein. 

Urmson, J., Philosophical Analysis (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1956, 1965). The best 


brief account of early twentieth century language analysis. My lectures are 


heavily dependent on it.

Van Riessen, H., Nietzsche (Phila.: P&R, 1960). Reformed writer. 

Warner, Rex, ed., The Greek Philosophers (NY: Mentor, 1958,


1986). 

White, Morton, ed., The Age of Analysis (NY: Meridian, 1955,


1983). 

Wild, John, Existence and the World of Freedom (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-


Hall, 1965).

Windelband, Wilhelm, A History of Philosophy I (NY: Harper, 1958).

Wittgenstein L., The Blue and Brown Books (Oxford: Blackwell, 1964).


--, Lectures and Conversations on Aesthetics, Psychology, and Religious 


Belief (Oxford: Blackwell, 1966).

--, On Certainty (NY: Harper, 1969).

--, Philosophical Investigations (NY: Macmillan, 1953, 1968).

--, Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1921, 1963).

Yolton, John W., Perception & Reality : a History from Descartes to Kant 


(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1996).

Young, William, Hegel's Dialectical Method (NP: Craig Press, 1972).

Zuidema, S. U., Kierkegaard (Phila.: P&R, 1960).


--, Sartre (Phila.: P&R, 1960). Zuidema was a Reformed Christian.

Oriental Philosophy

Chan, Wing-Tsit, A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1963).

Chang, Lit-sen, Zen-Existentialism (NP: P&R, 1969). 

Fung Yu Lan, A History of Chinese Philosophy (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1952). 2 vols.

Hackett, Stuart C., Oriental Philosophy (Madison: Univ. Of Wisconsin Press, 1979).

Radhakrishnan, Sarvepali, and Moore, Charles A., A Sourcebook in Indian Philosophy (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1957). 

Yutang, Lin, ed., The Wisdom of China and India (NY: Random House, 1942).

Contemporary Writings on Epistemology

Alston, William, Epistemic Justification (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 

1989).

Audi, Robert, Epistemology (London: Routledge, 1998). 


--, ed., The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995).


--, The Structure of Justification (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993). 

Bonjour, Laurence, Epistemology: Classic Problems and Contemporary Responses (NY: Rowman and Littrlefield, 2002). 


--, The Structure of Empirical Knowledge (Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press, 1985). Coherentism.

Chisholm, Roderick, The Foundations of Knowing (Minneapolis: University of 


Minnesota Press, 1982).


--,Theory of Knowledge (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 


1966, 1989).

Dancy, Jonathan, An Introduction to Contemporary Epistemology (Oxford: 

Blackwell, 1985).


--, and Sosa, Ernest, A Companion to Epistemology (Oxford: 


Blackwell, 1992-99). An encyclopedia of epistemological topics.

Foley, Richard, The Theory of Epistemic Rationality (Cambridge: Harvard Univ. 


Press, 1987). 

Goldman, Alvin, Epistemology and Cognition (Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, 


1986). Process reliabilism.

Greco, John, and Sosa, Ernest, The Blackwell Guide to Epistemology (Oxford: Blackwell, 1999). 464. Essays on epistemological topics by recent writers.

Kvanvig, Jonathan, Intellectual Virtues and the Life of the Mind (Savage, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 1992).

Landesman, Charles, An Introduction to Epistemology (Cambridge: Blackwell, 


1997).

Lehrer, Keith, Theory of Knowledge (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1990). Coherentism.

Moser, Paul K., et al., The Theory of Knowledge: A Thematic Introduction (NY: Oxford University Press, 1998).


--, Knowledge and Evidence (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989).

Polanyi, Michael, Knowing and Being (Chicago: Univ. Of Chicago Press, 1969). 


--, Personal Knowledge (Chicago: Univ. Of Chicago Press, 1958, 1962). 


Pollock, John, Contemporary Theories of Knowledge (Totowa, NJ: Rowman and Littlefield, 1986). See Frame’s review in your SD.


--, Language and Thought (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1982).

Shope, Robert K., The Analysis of Knowing (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1983).

Steup, Matthias, An Introduction to Contemporary Epistemology (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1996).

Stroud, Barry, The Significance of Philosophical Scepticism (NY and Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1984). 

Wainwright, William, Reason and the Heart (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1995).

Zagzebski, Linda, Virtues of the Mind (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 


1996). 

Deconstruction, Postmodernism
Allen, Diogenes, , Christian Belief in a Postmodern World


(Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press,


1989).

Altizer, Thomas, et al., Deconstruction and Theology (NY: Crossroad, 1982).

Derrida, Jacques, Writing and Difference (London and NY: Routledge and Kegan 


Paul, 1978).

Dockery, David S., The Challenge of Postmodernism (Wheaton: Victor Books, 


1995).

Lyotard, Jean-Francois, The Postmodern Condition: a Report on Knowledge


(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1984).


--, The Postmodern Explained (Minneapolis and London: 


University of Minnesota Press, 1992).

Middleton, J. Richard, and Walsh, Brian J., Truth is Stranger Than It Used to Be 


(Downers Grove, IVP, 1995), Christians somewhat favorable toward 


postmodernism.

Norris, Christopher, What’s Wrong With Postmodernism? (Baltimore: Johns 


Hopkins University Press, 1990).

Phillips, Timothy R., and Okholm, Dennis L., ed., Christian


Apologetics in the Postmodern World (Downers Grove:


IVP, 1995).

Rorty, Richard, Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature (Princeton, NJ: Princeton 


University Press, 1979).

Sturrock, John, ed., Structuralism and Since (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 


1979).

Taylor, Mark C., Deconstructing Theology (NY: Crossroad, 1982).


--, Deconstruction in Context (Chicago: University of Chicago 


Press, 1986).

“Reformed Epistemology”

Anderson, James, “If Knowledge Then God: The Epistemological Theistic 


Arguments of Plantinga and Van Til,” forthcoming. 

Clark, Kelly James, Return to Reason (Grand Rapids:


Eerdmans, 1990). An apologetic based on Plantinga’s “Reformed 


Epistemology.”


--, articles in Steve Cowan, ed., Five Views of Apologetics (Grand Rapids: 


Zondervan, 2000). Note the interchanges between Clark and Frame, and 


with the other authors.

Hart, H., Vander Hoeven, Johan, and Nicholas Wolterstorff,


eds., Rationality in the Calvinian Tradition


(Lanham, MD: Univ. Press of America, 1983). Includes some earlier 


discussions of “Reformed epistemology,” and Frame’s essay, “Rationality 


and Scripture.”

Hoitenga, Dewey J., Jr., Faith and Reason from Plato to


Plantinga: An Introduction to Reformed Epistemology


(Albany: SUNY Press, 1991). All historical roads lead to Plantinga.

Plantinga, Alvin, Warranted Christian Belief (NY: Oxford University Press, 


2000). See also his Warrant and Warrant and Proper Function. 


--, and Wolterstorff, Nicholas, ed., Faith


and Rationality (Notre Dame: UND Press, 1983). Early statement


of “Reformed epistemology.”

Wolterstorff, Nicholas, John Locke and the Ethics of Belief (Cambridge: 


Cambridge University Press, 1996).

Recent Epistemology of Religion

Adams, Robert M., The Virtue of Faith (NY: Oxford University Press, 1987). 

Alston, William, ed., Divine Nature and Human Language (Ithaca: Cornell 


University Press, 1989).


--, Perceiving God : the Epistemology of Religious Experience (Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 1991).

Beaty, Michael D., ed., Christian Theism and the Problems of Philosophy


(Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1990). 

Bonino, Jose Miguez, Doing Theology in a Revolutionary Situation (Phila.: Fortress Press, 1975). 

Christian, William, Meaning and Truth in Religion (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1964). 

Clouser, Roy, Knowing with the Heart (Downers Grove: IVP, 1999).


--, The Myth of Religious Neutrality (Notre Dame: Univ. of Notre Dame Press, 1991). 

Davis, Stephen, Faith, Skepticism, and Evidence : an Essay in Religious 

Epistemology (Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell University Press, 1978).

Ebeling, Gerhard, Introduction to a Theological Theory of Language (Phila.: Fortress, 1971). 

Flew, Antony, and MacIntyre, Alasdair, New Essays in Philosophical Theology (London: SCM Press, 1955, 1958).

Geivett, R. Douglas, and Sweetman, Brendan, Contemporary


Perspectives in Religious Epistemology (NY: OUP,


1992).

Gill, Jerry H., On Knowing God (Phila.: Westminster Press, 1981).


--, The Possibility of Religious Knowledge (Grand Rapids:


Eerdmans, 1971).

Helm, Paul, Belief Policies (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1994). Frame’s review is in your SD.


--, The Varieties of Belief (NY: Humanities Press, 1973). Helm is a 


Reformed Christian, well respected in secular philosophical circles.


--, ed., Objective Knowledge: A Christian Perspective (Leicester: IVP, 


1987).

Hick, John, Philosophy of Religion (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1963).

High, Dallas M., New Essays on Religious Language (NY: Oxford Univ. Press, 1969). Reviewed by Frame in WTJ.

Holmer, Paul, The Grammar of Faith (San Francisco: Harper,


1978). Frame’s advisor at Yale. Sympathetic to Kierkegaard, Wittgenstein, 


and evangelicalism.

Kaufman, Gordon D., The Theological Imagination (Phila.: Westminster Press, 1981).

Lindbeck, George A., The Nature of Doctrine (Phila.: Westminster Press, 1984).


See Frame’s review in DKG. Lindbeck is now known as the founder of


“postliberalism.”

Lonergan, Bernard, Method in Theology (NY: Crossroad, 1979).

Mavrodes, George, Belief in God (NY: Random House, 1970). Evangelical. 


Important to recent discussions of religious epistemology.

Mitchell, Basil, ed., Faith and Logic (Boston: Beacon Press, 1957). 

Morris, Thomas V., ed., Philosophy and the Christian Faith


(Notre Dame: UND Press, 1988).

Muller, Richard A., The Study of Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991). 


See also Frame’s review in WTJ 56 (Spring, 1994), 133-151.

Murray, Michael, ed., Reason for the Hope Within (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 


1999).

Peterson, Michael, et al., Reason and Religious Belief (NY and Oxford: Oxford 


University Press, 1991).

Phillips, Dewi A., Faith After Foundationalism (London: Routledge, 1988).


Wittgensteinian.

Plantinga, Alvin, God and Other Minds (Ithaca: Cornell Univ.


Press, 1967). 


‑‑, God, Freedom, and Evil (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,


1974). These titles were published before Plantinga developed his 


“Reformed epistemology,” but he considers them still valid as providing 


supplementary argumentation for the rationality of Christian belief.

Ramsey, Ian, Religious Language (NY: Macmillan, 1957). 

Smart, Ninian, : The Science of Religion & the Sociology of Knowledge 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1973).

Stump, Eleonore, and Murray, Michael J., eds., Philosophy of Religion: The Big 


Questions (Oxford: Blackwell, 1999). 

Swinburne, Richard, Faith and Reason (Oxford: Clarendon Press,


1981).

Torrance, Thomas F., Theological Science (NY: Oxford University Press, 1969, 


1978).

Van Buren, Paul M., The Edges of Language (NY: Macmillan, 1972). Reviewed by Frame in WTJ. Wittgensteinian, more or less. 

Yandell, Keith, The Epistemology of Religious Experience (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1993).

Epistemology in Science

Clark, Gordon H., The Philosophy of Science and Belief in God (Nutley: Craig 


Press, 1964).

Glymour, Clark, Theory and Evidence (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1980). 


In the wake of Kuhn.

Gutting, Gary, ed., Paradigms and Revolutions (Notre Dame: University of Notre 


Dame Press, 1980). Responses to Kuhn. 

Hooykaas, R., Religion and the Rise of Modern Science (Grand Rapids: 


Eerdmans, 1972).

Jaki, Stanley L., Angels, Apes, and Men (La Salle, IL: Sherwood, Sugden, and 


Co., 1983).

Johnson, Phillip, Darwin on Trial (Washington, DC: Regnery Gateway, 1991).


--, Reason in the Balance (Downers Grove: IVP, 1995). See also other


titles from the Johnson “Intelligent Design” group. 

Kuhn, Thomas, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chicago: University of 


Chicago Press, 1962, 1970). Probably the most important twentieth-


Century work in the philosophy of science. 

Lakatos, Imre, and Musgrave, Alan, ed., Criticism and the Growth of Knowledge


(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1970). Kuhn and critics. 

Moreland, J. P., Christianity and the Nature of Science (Grand Rapids: Baker, 


1989).

Pannenberg, Wolfhart, Theology and the Philosophy of Science (Phila.: 


Westminster Press, 1976).

Polanyi, Michael, Science, Faith, and Society (Chicago: Univ. Of Chicago Press, 1946, 1964).  See also other titles of Polanyi listed under “Contemporary Writings in Epistemology.”

Poythress, Vern, Science and Hermeneutics (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988).

Ratzsch, Del, Philosophy of Science (Downers Grove: IVP, 1986). 

Van Til, Cornelius, Christian-Theistic Evidences (NP: Presbyterian and 


Reformed, 1976).

Epistemology in the Study of History

Brown, Colin, ed., History, Criticism and Faith


(Leicester: IVP, 1976).  


--, History and Faith (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,


1987). 

Butterfield, Herbert, Christianity and History (NY:


Scribner's, 1949). 

Clark, Gordon H., Historiography: Secular and Religious


(Nutley: Craig Press, 1971). 

Collingwood, R. G., The Idea of History (NY: Oxford Univ. Press,


1946). 

Dray, William H., Philosophy of History (Englewood Cliffs:


Prentice-Hall, 1964). 

McIntyre, John, The Christian Doctrine of History (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1957).

Montgomery, John W., History and Christianity (Downers


Grove: IVP, 1965). 


--, Where is History Going? (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1969).

Nash, Ronald, Christian Faith and Historical Understanding


(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984). 

Niebuhr, Richard R., Resurrection and Historical Reason (NY: Scribner’s, 
1957).

Rushdoony, Rousas J., The Biblical Philosophy of History


(Nutley: P&R, 1969). 

Walsh, W. H., Philosophy of History (NY: Harper, 1951, 58).

