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Study Guide to DWG Book
John M. Frame
Chapter 1: The Personal Word Model

Key Terms

Proposition

Propositional revelation
Personal communication

Authority of language
Questions of canon

Questions of hermeneutics
Questions
1. State in your own terms the main thesis of the book. 

2. How did Abraham know that God was speaking to him? 

3. What is the proper response of a human being to God’s personal words? Describe some inappropriate responses. 

4. “The thing at issue in the biblical story is always the word of God.” Explain. 

5. Adam and Eve gave credence to Satan’s lie. Explain the most profound reason why they did. 

6. “The present book will be different from many recent books on revelation and Scripture.” How will it be different? 

7. “The term (inerrancy) actually says much less than we need to say in commending the authority of Scripture.” What more needs to be said? 

8. Frame says that he will not engage in “abstruse, complicated exegesis.” Why not? 

9. In Frame’s view, what is the main difference between this book and other books on revelation and Scripture? 

10. Is it circular to defend Scripture by Scripture? If so, is that circularity legitimate? 
Chapter 2: Lordship and the Word
Key Terms
Absolute personality

Tripersonality

Creator-creature distinction

Lordship (in Scripture)

Covenant

Lordship attributes

Control

Authority

Presence

Normative perspective

Situational perspective

Existential perspective

Questions

1. “Only the Bible presents a God who is both absolute and personal.” Explain. 

2. How can we say that creator and creature are distinct when in Christ God became man? 

3. How do the lordship attributes correlate with the persons of the Trinity? 

4. How does the word of God relate to the lordship attributes? 

3. Modern Views of Revelation
Key Terms

Modern theology

Liberal theology

Intellectual autonomy

Irrationalism

Rationalism

Philosophy

Cogito, ergo sum.

Cambridge Platonists

Deists

Enlightenment

Jesus seminar

Auburn Affirmation

Questions
1. “The spirit of autonomy underlies every sinful decision of every human being.” Explain. Does this pertain also to the intellectual area of life? How? 
2. How does pretended autonomy lead to irrationalism? Rationalism? 

3. “Satan’s followers embrace irrationalism rationalistically.” Explain. 
4. “Satan’s followers embrace rationalism irrationalistically.” Explain. 

5. How did the first Greek philosophers differ from their intellectual predecessors? 

6. Frame says of the Greek philosophers that “their project… was the impossible task of imposing a rational order on an essentially irrational world.” Explain. 

7. How does Thomas Aquinas distinguish philosophy from theology? Present Frame’s critique and evaluate. 

8. Frame says that there was a change in the history of philosophy in the seventeenth century AD analogous to that of 600 BC. Describe that change and explain its significance. 

9. Describe and evaluate Spinoza’s use of Scripture. 

10. Of liberal theology, Frame says, “…nobody in this succession ever took seriously the central issue—the acceptability of autonomous reasoning in epistemology.” Explain and discuss the importance of this fact. 

11. Frame says, of the process by which liberalism became dominant in academic theology, “There was no academic debate as to whether it is right for human beings to exercise reason without the authority of God’s revelation.” Discuss the significance of this fact. 

12. “The adoption of intellectual autonomy as a theological principle was certainly at least as important as the church’s adoption of the Nicene doctrine of the Trinity in 381, or the doctrine of the two natures of Christ in 451. Yet without any council, without any significant debate, much of the church during the period 1650 to the present came to adopt the principle of intellectual autonomy in place of the authority of God’s personal words.” Explain, comment. 

13. “Given intellectual autonomy, there is no reason to accept supernatural biblical teachings like the doctrine of the Trinity or the two natures of Christ.” Explain. How can we know these doctrines are true? 

14. How does the doctrine of intellectual autonomy affect belief in the existence of God? 

4. Revelation and Reason
Key Terms
Reason (descriptively and normatively)

Logic

Rationalist (narrower sense)

Sacrificium intellectus
Questions
1. “But the Bible is full of what we call reasoning.” Give some examples.

2. “Service to God, then, is rational service.” How can that be, given the mystery of God’s ways? 

3. “But Scripture does distinguish between right and wrong reasoning.” Give an example of the latter. 

4. “Logical reasoning presupposes knowledge of reality beyond knowledge of logic.” Give an example. 

5. “I will surprise readers by saying that Christians too ought to believe in the ultimate authority of reason.” Explain. 

6. “Yes, indeed, our reason should evaluate every claim to revelation, including the claims of the biblical God.” Explain. But what more needs to be asked? 

7. Frame says that many liberal thinkers have been critical of the pretensions of reason. Name some of the authorities they have alleged, other than reason. Does this strategy evade the problems of rationalism? Comment. 

8. “The creator-creature distinction applies to reasoning as well as everything else.” Explain, discuss. 

5. Revelation and History
Key Terms
History
Historical Jesus

Geschichte

Historie
Lessing’s ditch

Noumenal (Kant)

Phenomenal (Kant)
Questions
1. “Scripture is not an abstract system.” Explain is observation, and show how it can lead to a view of revelation as history rather than reason. Why does Frame say that “reason is crucial to the examination of history.”

2. “…revelation is history and history is revelation.” Explain. 

3. List some of the major events in the biblical history. 

4. “The centrality of history is also a unique feature of biblical religion.” Compare Buddhism with Christianity in this respect.

5. “It is tempting to say, therefore, as some theologians have, that these events are a more fundamental revelation of God than the words about those events.” Why are we so tempted, and how can we overcome this temptation? 

6. “Those who prefer God’s acts to his words do so, not because of anything in Scripture, but because they demand the right to consider biblical history autonomously.” Explain, respond. 

7. Distinguish the views of Ritschl, Cullmann, Pannenberg, and Barth on Christianity and history. Evaluate these. 

8. Describe Lessing’s distinction between history and reason. What problem does it pose for a Christian view of faith? How would you address this problem? 

9. How does Barth follow Kant in his view of history? 

10. “If God’s own testimony resolves all controversy, then the truths of redemptive history are not dubious or merely probable. They are certain, because God’s word is our ultimate criterion of certainty.” Explain, evaluate. 

6. Revelation and Human Subjectivity

Key Terms
Gefühl
Feeling of absolute dependence

Religious consciousness

Cognitive rest

Divine-human encounter

Objective revelation

Subjective revelation

Revelation received in faith
Questions

1. Why does Schleiermacher shift the locus of revelation from Scripture to feeling? Evaluate his reasoning. 

2. “…Schleiermacher’s voluminous writings are not just expressions of feeling…” What are they then? Why is that fact important to the discussion? 

3. State Frame’s view of the relationships between emotion and reason. 

4. “Rationalism, historicism, and subjectivism, are three perspectives upon autonomous human thought. None are capable of dealing properly with God’s personal words.” Discuss. 

5. Discuss the briefly the views of Kierkegaard, Brunner, and Barth on the subjectivity of revelation. 

6. If we maintain that the biblical text is directly the word of God, are we thereby seeking to “possess” or “manipulate” the word of God? In your answer, give a clear analysis of these terms. 

7. Do objective words and facts compromise the personal character of a relationship? Explain. 

8. Does the objective preservation of the text compromise God’s sovereignty over his word? Explain. 

9. “Orthodox Reformed theology does not reject a subjective element in revelation, but it formulates it rather differently.” How? Evaluate. 

10. “The term revelation has various uses, some objective, some subjective.” Distinguish these. Show how each is biblically important. 
11. Frame says that a subjectivist view of revelation opens actually revelation to the scrutiny of autonomous reason. Why would this be? Don’t theological subjectivists week to limit the pretensions of reason? 

7. Revelation and God Himself

Key Terms
Revealer

Revelation

Revealedness

Witness
Instrument

Questions
1. “God doesn’t reveal information; he reveals himself.” Explain the meaning of this slogan and its purpose. Evaluate. 

2. Describe and evaluate Karl Barth’s Trinitarian account of revelation. 

3. “It is theologically right to say that in a sense God is revelation.” What is that sense? Explain. 
4. “What is clear from Scripture, however, is that the identity of revelation with Christ does not compromise the authority of God’s personal words. If anything, it underscores that authority.” Explain, evaluate. 

5. “So the Christological nature of revelation does not permit us to disparage God’s personal words in any way. Rather it enhances their authority and power.” How? Discuss. 

8. What is the Word of God? 

Key Terms
Word of God
Free communications

Logos 

Questions
1. Taking issue with the Westminster Larger Catechism, Frame says, “But it would not be right to say that the Bible is the only word of God there has ever been spoken.” Explain, evaluate. 

2. “Indeed, we can get a clearer and stronger view of the importance of Scripture when we understand its relationship to the other utterances of God.” Why does Frame say this? Respond. 
3. “Ultimately, God’s word is God, and God is his word.” Explain, evaluate. 

9. God’s Word as His Controlling Power

Key Terms
rhema
Questions
1. “It is important that we understand God’s word, not only as a communication of linguistic content to our minds, though it is that, but as a great power that makes things happen.” Explain, give biblical evidence. 

2. Present some biblical examples of the power of God’s word in creation, providence, judgment, and grace.  

3. Explain the importance of Jesus’ word in the healing of the centurion’s servant in Luke 7. 
4. Mention some passages in which the word of God hardens hearts. Frame thinks this fact warrants a warning to seminarians. What is that? Explain. 

5. “God’s eternal plan is also an exercise of his word.” Explain. 

6. How do Calvinists and Lutherans differ on the power of the word? Where do you stand? 

7. Does the word ever lack the Spirit’s power? Discuss. 
8. How powerful is the power of the word? Give Frame’s answer, with his arguments, and yours. 

10. God’s Word as His Meaningful Aurthority

Key Terms
Authority

Meaning

Qara’
Questions
1. “God’s words are authoritative in all the ways that language can be authoritative.” Enumerate some of these ans explain. 
2. Frame says that the meaning/power distinction is helpful to distinguish older liberal from neo-orthodox theologians. Explain and evaluate. 

3. How does Gen. 1 show the meaningfulness of God’s creative words? 

4. “…the whole course of the biblical narrative is structured as a dialogue: God speaks, man responds.” Explain, evaluate. 

5. “The narrative in chapter 3 of Genesis underscores the centrality of the word of God.” Explain. How does this narrative condemn autonomous rationality? 

6. “Adam and Eve had no third authority to arbitrate the dispute. They had no means, scientific, philosophical, or religious, to test whether God or Satan was telling the truth.” Why is this important? 

7. “Adam and Eve have no reason to expect such grace, except by the word of God. As with the original prohibition, there was no verification.” Comment. 

8. “What was the object of [Abraham’s] faith? The word of God.” Explain, evaluate. 

9. “So should our faith be, says Paul, a faith in God’s promise, regardless of those who say that Jesus’ resurrection is impossible.” Where does Paul say this? Why does he cite Abraham as an example of resurrection faith? Compare Heb. 11:19. 

10. Jesus “is not only a recipient of the word, but he is the lord who speaks.” Explain, present evidence.

11. “Revelation and redemption are two aspects of, two perspectives on, [Jesus’] ministry to us.” Explain. 

12. “There is no trace of any development from a word-centered revelation in the Old Testament to a nonverbal revelation in the New.” Explain, discuss. Why might someone think the New Testament is less word-centered? 
11. God’s Word as His Personal Presence
Key Terms
Immanuel
Ruach

Pneuma
Questions
1. “So we conclude that wherever God is, the word is, and wherever the word is, God is.” Explain. Why should we conclude this? 

2. “God’s nearness to his people is the nearness of his words.” Explain, evaluate, citing Deut. 30 and Rom. 10. 

3. “Where the word is, there is God’s Spirit.” Explain, evaluate, using Scripture. 

4. “Since God is not a physical being, his presence with us is different from the presence of a physical object or person.” How is it different? Why is that important? 

5. “So if God performs all his actions by powerful and authoritative speech, then his speech is never separated from his personal presence.” Explain, evaluate. 
6. “God is distinguished from all other gods because he is the God who speaks.” Explain, evaluate. Why is this important? 

7. “The persons of the Trinity are distinguished from one another in Scripture according to their role in the divine speech.” Explain, evaluate, show relevance to the question of divine presence as his word. 

8. “The speech of God has divine attributes.” Explain. Evaluate. Show relevance to the basic argument of the chapter. 

9. “The word does things that only God can do.” Explain, evaluate, show relevance. Take note of Heb. 4:12-13. 

10. “The word of God is an object of worship.” Explain, evaluate, show relevance. Refer to Scripture. 
11. “Finally, the word is God.” Expound John  1:1 and other passages in this connection. 

12. The Media of God’s Word
Key Terms
Media

Events (as media of the word)

Words (“)

Persons (“)

Questions
1. “But I’m inclined to think that when God speaks with human beings, he almost always uses one medium or other.” Why does Frame say this? Discuss. 

2. “Rather, through all the media of revelation, God expresses all the aspects of his lordship.” Rather than what? Explain. 
3. “Indeed, the three kinds of media are inseparable from one another and perspectivally related.” Explain. 

4. “So it would be wrong to say that the media of revelation somehow detract from the power, authority, and divine presence of the revelation.” Why might someone say this? Explain, evaluate. 

5. Does the humanity of Scripture detract from its divine content? Explain the question and respond. 

6. “In general, the humanity of God’s word is not a liability, but a perfection.” Explain, evaluate. 
13. God’s Revelation Through Events
Key Terms
Event-media

Events of nature

Events of history

General history

Redemptive history

Application 

Spectacles of Scripture (Calvin)

Mighty acts of God

Signs and wonders

Questions

1. “Indeed, no fact can be rightly understood apart from God.” Explain, evaluate. 

2. “So Scripture recognizes the natural world as a revelation of God.” Give examples of passages. 

3. “It is important to remember that nature is not the word of God, but only a medium of the word.” Why? Discuss. 

4. Show how natural revelation indicates the kindness of God, but also his wrath. 

5. What can we learn from Rom. 1 about natural revelation? 

6. “But for those who have received God’s saving grace, natural revelation has a more positive meaning.” What is that meaning? Discuss, using Scripture references. 
7. “Another blessing of natural revelation to Christian believers is this: nature is a means of applying redemptive revelation, Scripture, to our daily lives.” Describe the process of “application.” 
8. “So some might ask whether natural revelation conveys the same power, authority and divine presence as God’s personal words.” Why might they ask this? How should we answer them? 

9. “There is therefore no room for human autonomy in dealing with God’s natural revelation.” Describe a non-autonomous approach to natural revelation. In what contexts is this point especially relevant? 

10. “So is tempting to say that natural revelation is ‘law,’ while redemptive history is ‘gospel.’ But the matter is more complicated than that, as we have seen.” Describe and discuss some of the complications. 

11. Redemptive history “bears all the power, authority, and divine presence of God himself.” Give examples of each. 

12. “So, as with natural revelation, redemptive history is an unambiguous, clear, revelation of God.” Explain, evaluate. 

13. “So Lessing was wrong. There is no “big, ugly ditch” between history and faith.” How does the chapter address Lessing’s view? 

14. God’s Revelation Through Words: the Divine Voice
Key Terms
Verbal revelation (two senses)
Divine voice

Theophany

Questions

1. Why does God give us revelation both through event-media and word-media? Discuss. 

2. “People often say that if God spoke to them directly, they would believe.” Reply to somebody who says this. 

3. Give biblical examples of people who heard the divine voice. 

4. Distinguish and discuss Jesus’ two relationships to the divine voice. 

5. “There is a human-creaturely element even in the divine voice.” Explain, evaluate. Does this fact have implications for the larger discussion of verbal revelation? 

6. What is the only proper way to respond to the divine voice? 
7. “The only problem here is the identification of God’s voice.” Define that problem, and respond. How is Matt. 24:24 relevant to this problem?
15. God’s Revelation Through Words: Prophets and Apostles

Key Terms
Prophet

Listening (Deut. 18)

Apostle

Relent

Historical contingencies

Covenant attorneys, covenant lawsuit

Questions
1. Describe the characteristics of the prophet from Deut. 18. 

2. Describe and discuss the characteristics of the prophet from the calls of Moses and Jeremiah. 

3. “So the prophet is a divinely approved substitute for the divine voice itself.” Is this an exaggeration? Discuss. 

4. How did Jesus regard the words of Moses? Discuss. 

5. “So it is clearly wrong to think that there is a decrease in power, authority, or divine presence, between the divine voice and the word of God in the mouth of the prophet.” Explain, evaluate. 

6. Besides Moses and Jeremiah, what other prophets did God appoint, according to Scripture? What can we learn from their experience about the nature of the word of God in their mouths?

7. What is Wayne Grudem’s view of New Testament prophecy? Describe Frame’s response, and your own. 

8. How can we know that the apostles are divinely appointed to bear revelation? Cite biblical texts. 

9. How did Paul get to be an apostle? Is there reason to believe that his claim is authentic? 

10. What do the writings of Paul tell us about the role of the apostles in communicating God’s word? Cite specific passages.
11. “Now one problem arises at this point that we also discussed in connection with the divine voice in Chapter 14. That problem is that of identifying the true revelation.” Describe how this problem arises in the New Testament, and how we should respond to it. Does Deut. 18 answer the question? By what means did the apostles attest their authority? 

12. “So evidently the attestation of the prophets and apostles, like the attestation of the divine voice is fundamentally supernatural.” Explain, evaluate. 

13. When prophecy motivates people to repent, then God often relents from the judgment announced in the prophecy. Does that imply that prophecy is not reliable? Refer to Jer. 18:5-10 in your answer. 

14. Does the existence of “historical contingencies” make predictive prophecy a dead letter? How does this affect our ability to identify true prophets? 

15. “By his Spirit God sovereignly opens the eyes of his people to the signs of true prophecy, such as true prediction, miracles, and orthodox content (1 John 4:2-3), pressing our minds to see in these an authenticity that goes beyond mere probability, an authenticity that can only be the self-authenticating voice of God.” Explain, evaluate. 

16. The Permanence of God’s Written Word 

Key Terms
Tradition, paradosis, paratheke
Covenant memorial
Possess (bad sense)

Master (“)

Manipulate (“)

Questions
1. “But there are also some ways in which written words are better than personal visits.” What are those ways? Discuss. 

2. “To begin, therefore, we should set aside the prejudice of the contemporary theological community against the idea of written revelation from God.” Describe that prejudice, and discuss whether it is, in fact, a prejudice or a rational position. 

3. “…divine revelation is not just a momentary experience given to an individual. It is rather to be preserved and passed on to others and to subsequent generations.” Do you agree? Give biblical evidence. 

4. Describe the permanence of covenant attestation in God’s dealings with Noah, Abraham, and Jacob. 

5. Describe the nature of godly tradition in the teaching of Jesus and Paul. 

6. Karl Barth “believes that if revelation becomes permanent, it then becomes something we can possess, master, manipulate, etc.” Reply. 

7. “In Scripture itself, God insures the sovereignty of his revelation, not by making it momentary and evanescent, but by establishing it as a permanent part of the human landscape, like the pillars and altars of the patriarchs.”

17. God’s Written Words in the Old Testament

Key Terms
Generations, book of generations
Covenant document

Day of the assembly

Covenant mediator

Suzerainty treaty

Holy Scripture

Witness

Constitution

Law

Wisdom

Questions

1. “On any of these alternatives, plainly God intended the stories of Noah, Abraham and others to be permanently available to his people, eventually in written form.” Mention the alternatives, and evaluate the statement. 

 2. In Ex. 24:12, 31:18, and 32:16, Frame says, “God here is not only the author, but the publisher.” Explain and evaluate. 

3. What features of the Decalogue especially emphasize divine authorship? Discuss. 

5. How are the words of the covenant related to the covenant itself, according to Exodus and Deuteronomy? 

6. What does the placing of the document in the sanctuary say about the nature of the document? Discuss. 

7. “The placing of the covenant document in the sanctuary also guards its permanence.” How? 

8. Reply to the view that Scripture is “man’s witness concerning God.” How does Scripture itself refer to itself as witness? 

9. Why does God ordain the law to be read in Israel every seven years? 

10. What does it mean to say that the law is our very life? 

11. Describe and discuss the history of the covenant document from the death of Moses to the death of Joshua. Was Joshua justified in adding to the document, despite the warning of Deut. 4:2? If so, how? 
12. Why did prophets write down their prophecies? 
13. Should the Psalms be included among “written prophecies?” Why or why not? 

14. Are there reasons to think that the Wisdom literature should be taken as God’s words? Discuss. 

18. Respect for God’s Written Words in the Old Testament
Key Terms
Genetic fallacy

Rule book

Court of appeal

Eloquent redundancy

Questions
1. Describe and discuss the attitudes of Old Testament writers to other books of the Old Testament. 

2. When did the concept of a written word of God begin? Why is this important in recent theological discussion? 

3. Is it legitimate to say that the written word of God was Israel’s “court of appeal?” Why or why not? 

4. “The theme of praise for God’s written words is frequent in the Psalms.” Give some examples. Discuss. 

5.  Ps. 119 “is not merely about obeying commands, however. It displays a highly personal relationship between the Psalmist and his Lord through the word.” How? Discuss. 

6. “Now we should remind ourselves that the chief object of this religious praise, and the chief object of all the other acclaim for God’s laws, statutes, commandments, etc., is specifically the written word of God.” Is this true? If so, is it important? If so, how? 

7. “It should be clear from this discussion that Old Testament religion is focused on divinely authored written words.” Summarize the argument, and evaluate. 

8. “So the very nature of covenant implies that there will be written revelation, and that that revelation will have the same power, authority, and divine presence as direct, personal revelation from the covenant Lord.” Explain, evaluate. 

19. Jesus’ View of the Old Testament

Key Terms
Law

Prophets

Scripture

It is written

Questions
1. “The gospels also emphasize that Jesus was subject, not only to the Father’s direct communication to him, but also to the written words of God in the Old Testament.” Give evidence. Discuss. 

2. “Further, Jesus cites Old Testament passages as authoritative words of God.” Present examples. Is there evidence that Jesus and his Jewish opponents held contrary views of the authority of Scripture? 

3. What can we learn of Jesus’ view of the Old Testament from the language he uses to cite these documents? 

4. Expound Matt. 5:17-19, John 5:45-47, and 10:34-36, focusing on how these passages reveal Jesus’ view of the authority of Old Testament Scripture. 
5. Why does Jesus refer to Ps. 82:6 as “your law?” What bearing does that have on the authority of that text? Of the Psalms in general? 

20. The Apostles’ View of the Old Testament

Key Terms
Perfect law

Law of liberty

Royal law

Oracles of God

Legei

Phesi

Theopneustos
Myth

bebaioteron
epilusis
static

dynamic
Questions

1. List some of the formulae by which the apostles and other New Testament writers cite Scripture. What do these tell us about their view of Old Testament Scripture? 

2. List some passages in which Scripture is spoken of as if it were God. List also some in which God were spoken of as if he were Scripture. How do the uses of legei and phesi relate to the equation between Scripture and God? What do these phenomena show about the nature of the New Testament respect for the Old? 

3. Describe and discuss the view of Scripture that emerges from the letter of James. 

4. Discuss the significance of Rom. 15:4 for the authority of Scripture. 
5. In 2 Tim. 3:15-17 and 2 Pet. 1:19-21, take note of what Paul and Peter say about the danger of false teaching invading the church after they die. What two remedies do they both propose? 
6. On the meaning of theopneustos: (a) what does this term mean? (b) how does it refer to the Holy Spirit? (c) what does it actually mean to “breathe out words?”

7. Reply to theologians who say that inspiration pertains only to writers, not texts.

8. Reply to Barth, who thinks that inspiration in 2 Tim. 3:16 provides us only with “recollection and expectation.” 

9. Reply to theologians who speak of Scripture as “myths.”

10. Peter says that Scripture is “more sure” (bebaioteron). More sure than what? Interpret the meaning of the term in context. 

11. Discuss Peter’s use of the term epilusis (interpretation) in 2 Pet. 1:20. Does this passage address the debate between Protestants and Catholics on “private interpretation?” If not, what interpretation is Peter referring to? 
12. “It is possible, however, to put too much emphasis on [2 Tim. 3:15-17 and 2 Pet. 1:19-21] in our general argument for biblical authority.” Why does Frame say this? What alternative does he recommend? Evaluate. 

21. The New Testament as God’s Written Words

Key Terms
Letter from Laodicea
Round robin letters

Public reading

Questions
1. “There is no single New Testament text that teaches the authority of the New Testament as a single, complete document.” Is this fact damaging to the case for the authority of the New Testament? Reply. 

2. “…there is no reason for thinking that the New Covenant is any less verbal than was the Old.” Show why we should expect the New Covenant to exist in verbal form. Discuss in this connection (a) the nature of covenants in general, (b) the importance to our lives of the words of Jesus, (c) the importance to our lives of the words of the apostles. 

3. Discuss the authority of Paul’s written words from Col. 4:16, 1 Thess. 5:27, 2 Thess. 3:14-15, 1 Cor. 14:37-38.

4. Do New Testament writers ever identify New Testament texts as Scripture? Discuss in this connection 1 Tim. 5:17-18, 2 Pet. 3:15-16. 

22. The Canon of Scripture

Key Terms
Canon

Irenaeus

Marcion

Gospel of Thomas

Gospel of Judas

Gospel of Truth

1 Clement

Shepherd of Hermas

Inductive study

Criterion of apostolicity

Questions

1. “Identifying the books of the canon can be made to seem like a terribly difficult task.” Why? Describe the problem and why it seems so great. 

2. Describe the canon of Irenaeus. Why is it significant? 

3. “But inductive study alone is unlikely to show us with certainty which books God has given to rule the church.” Why not? What is Frame’s alternative approach? 

4. “As we have seen, it is God’s intention to speak personal words to us, words that have more authority than any other.” What relevance does this principle have for the existence of an authoritative canon? 

5. How does the permanence of God’s words bear on the existence of an accessible canon? 

6. “So at every stage of Israel’s history, there was a canon, a definite body of divine writings, which spoke to the nation and its individuals with supreme authority.” Trace this process. 

7. “Evidently, then, we should identify the Old Testament canon as consisting of those books acknowledged by the Jews, in the time and place of Jesus’ earthly ministry.” Why? Discuss. 

8. “Given God’s intention to rule the church by a written document consisting of his personal words, it would be anomalous in the extreme if he put them in a place where we couldn’t find them.” Evaluate.

9. Extend the arguments above (4-8) to the question of the New Testament canon. Do these considerations bear equally in both cases? Discuss. 

10. “The problem with much current literature on the canon is that it does not take account of God’s expressed intentions.” Explain, evaluate. 

11. “So we reach out, and we find before us, 27 books—from Matthew to Revelation.” Where are they? 

12. Why did controversy over the canon not divide the early church as did other issues? How is that significant for the doctrine of the canon? 

13. “Again, our ultimate assurance is supernatural.” Explain, evaluate. 

14. Discuss the value and limitations of the criterion of apostolicity. Mention other criteria and evaluate those as well. 
15. Describe and evaluate Luther’s question about the canonicity of James. 

16. Is the canon closed? Why should we say this?  If it is closed, why did God himself add to it during the biblical period? 

17. “The closing of the canon does not, however, put an end to revelation in general.” Why not? Discuss. 

23. The Inspiration of Scripture

Key Terms
Dictation

Mechanical inspiration

Amanuensis

Organic inspiration

Plenary inspiration

Verbal inspiration

Textual inspiration

Questions
1. Instead of beginning with human authorship and assuming therefore the likelihood of error in their work, Frame says, “In this book, I have chosen, rather, at the risk of being criticized as old-fashioned, to begin with God’s intention to speak personal words to his people.” What problems does this approach create? 

2. Calvin and Athenagoras used language that suggests a dictation or mechanical view of inspiration. How should we take that language? 

3. Frame says, “Some theologians, I think, have been too eager to avoid suspicion of a dictation theory.” Are there examples of literal dictation in Scripture? Discuss. 

4. “Does divine dictation degrade the humanity of those who receive it?” Discuss. 

5. While mentioning some examples of dictation in Scripture, Frame denies that this is the normal pattern of inspiration. What is that normal pattern? Refer to specific passages. 

6. How is the normal pattern unlike dictation? Why did God usually choose not to provide us with a dictated text? 
7. “To say that inspiration is restricted to “thoughts” or “ideas” is to give the doctrine of inspiration a very intellectualist cast.” Explain. How does Frame contrast verbal inspiration to thought-inspiration in this respect? 
8. Is biblical inspiration “plenary?” Why or why not? 

9. Is biblical inspiration “verbal?” Why or why not? 

10. Reply to some who think that “inspiration” pertains to writers, not written texts. Is inspiration “textual?”
24. The Content of Scripture

Key Terms
General revelation

Natural revelation

Covenant of works

Covenant of grace

Name of the Great King

Historical prologue

Stipulations

Exclusive loyalty

Love (in Covenant structure)

Specific covenant responsibilities

Sanctions

Blessings

Curses

Covenant administration

Torah

Proposition

Redemptive focus

Comprehsnsive application

Sacred

Secular

Timeless truths

Eschatology

Future-oriented

Perspectival

Questions

1. What does God communicate to us through natural revelation? Use biblical references. 

2. Summarize in a sentence or two the message of Scripture. 

3. Show how each part of Scripture sets forth God’s covenants. 

4. Show how each part of the covenant structure relates to the overall content of Scripture. 

5. If Scripture is to be understood as a covenant document, how do the prophets, Psalms, and wisdom books fit in? 

6. Show how the revelation of God’s name is important throughout the canon. 

7. Show how the historical prologue of the covenant is related to the narrative portions of Scripture. Frame thinks this form of revelation is especially important to convey divine grace. Comment. 

8. Show how law and commandments are found throughout Scripture. Same for sanctions and administration. 

9. “Despite Scripture's diversity of authorship, style, and specific interest, all parts of it are united by its strong covenant interest.” Defend or criticize this statement. 

10. Does the covenant structure of Scripture help us to refute attacks on its unity? Consider relations of person/proposition, act/word, grace/law, love/law, redemptive focus/comprehensive application, judgment/blessing, God’s word/human response, history/eschatology, divine sovereignty/human responsibility, nature/Scripture. 

11. “So the covenant is redemptive, but not in any narrow sense; not in any sense that forbids God to speak to us on certain subjects.” Explain, evaluate. 

12. “Scripture does not teach any general distinction between the sacred and the secular.” Explain, evaluate. 

13. Frame says that Scripture prefers “word of God” to “revelation” to refer generally to God’s communication with human beings. How does this distinction help us in the question of whether revelation exists apart from a faith-response? 

14. Discuss “perspectival” relations of the elements of the covenant structure. Are propositions, commands, promises, poetry, songs, etc. perspectivally related? Explain. 

25. Scripture’s Authority, its Content, and its Purpose

Key Terms
Report 44

The Nature and Extent of Biblical Authority
Reformed Ecumenical Synod

Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
Christian Reformed Church
Questions
1. “…some have supposed that Scripture has a narrowly redemptive content and purpose, and therefore that it should not be expected to give us revelation from God in matters of interest to science, history, psychology, philosophy, and so on.” Give Frame’s reply, and your own. 

2. The GKN asked other churches to discuss, “the connection between the content and purpose of Scripture as the saving revelation of God in Jesus Christ and the consequent and deducible authority of Scripture.” What does this mean? How would you deal with this topic? 
3. Frame says about the GKN request (above, #2), “To accept the GKN's formulation of the problem at this point, of course, is to prejudice significantly the sort of answer one will arrive at.” Explain, evaluate. 

4. In what ways is it true that the authority of Scripture depends on its content? In what senses is this not true? 

5. What makes Scripture authoritative? Discuss the WCF statement in this connection. 

6. Do you believe that “the authority of Scripture is based on its form of inerrant words?” Why or why not? 

26. The Inerrancy of Scripture

Key Terms
Inerrancy (James Orr)

Inerrancy (Frame)

Limited inerrancy

Infallible

Modal term

Deceit

Ignorance

Truth, true (three meanings)

Precision

Implicit claims

Explicit claims

Qualifications of inerrancy

Non-chronological narrative

Pre-scientific phenomenalistic description

Questions
1. “…it is most natural to say that infallibility is a stronger term than inerrancy.” Why, or why not? 

2. “Error arises from two sources: deceit and ignorance.” Do you agree? If so, how does this fact bear upon the question of biblical inerrancy? 

3. Formulate the deductive argument for biblical inerrancy. Reply to someone who thinks that the deductive nature of the argument is a liability. 

4. Mention some Scripture passages that speak of God, or God’s word as true, or truth. How are these relevant to the question of biblical inerrancy? 

5. “I could wish that we could be done with all the extra-biblical technical terms like infallible and inerrant and simply say that the Bible is true.” Do you agree? If so, why can’t we? 

6. Does inerrancy pertain only to the propositional content of Scripture in distinction from other content? Or is there a sense in which it pertains to everything in Scripture? Explain. 

7. Does inerrancy entail absolute precision? Discuss in this connection the relation between truth and precision. Why might someone think that inerrancy requires a certain level of precision? Evaluate Frame’s illustrations: telling one’s age, the pages of a book. 
8. “We should always remember that Scripture is, for the most part, ordinary language rather than technical language.” Explain the importance of this statement in regard to inerrancy. Evaluate. 

9. “It is helpful to consider that propositional language makes claims on its hearers.” How is this helpful? How can it help us expand the definition of inerrancy? Distinguish implicit from explicit claims in this connection. 

10. List some common “qualifications to inerrancy.” Are these legitimate? What is the basis for these qualifications?
11. Does inerrancy imply that Scripture always uses the most elevated forms of its languages? That it always uses “good grammar?” Discuss. 

12. Does the Bible contain non-chronological narrative? Does that constitute error? Discuss. 

13. Does Scripture ever cite people’s words approximately rather than verbatim? If so, is this compatible with inerrancy? Why or why not? 
27. The Phenomena of Scripture
Key Terms
Phenomena

Noumena

Deductive approach

Inductive approach

difficulties

Questions
1. “Therefore it is not possible to draw a sharp line between one area (matters of salvation) about which Scripture speaks inerrantly and another area (the secular world) in regard to which it may err.” Summarize Frame’s argument for this and evaluate.

2. “I believe the inductive method, so described, is a faulty method for determining the character of Scripture.” Why does Frame say this? Evaluate. 

3. “The very nature of Christian faith is to believe God’s word despite the existence of unresolved difficulties.” Give some biblical examples. Evaluate. 

4. “If Scripture’s claim to be the word of God were itself problematic, and then we discovered from the phenomena that the biblical text is full of unsolved problems, we might well reconsider our initial assumption.” Reply. 

5. Frame thinks that the problems of Scripture do not invalidate its inerrancy, but he also says that it is important to investigate the problems. Why? 

6. “…we should study the problems in faith.” What does such study look like? In contrast to what? 

7. “Once we come to faith, problems look different.” How? 

8. “We have problems with Scripture for two reasons: finitude and sin.” Give examples of each. 

9. “When faced with a problem, it is no dishonor to say ‘I don’t know how this can be resolved.’” How can such a response be honorable? 

10. “The difference between liberal Bible critics and believing Christians is not merely academic, a difference in point of view; nor is it merely a difference in presupposition (though it is certainly that). It is a moral difference.” Explain, evaluate. 

28. Bible Problems

Key Terms
Theological problems

Logic

Logical contradiction

Substance

Person

Ethical problems

Deontological ethics

Teleological ethics

Existential ethics

Factual problems

Brute fact

Fulfill

Allegory

Application

Henotheism

Monotheism

Hegelian dialectic 

Method of dissimilarity

Genre

Pseudonymy

Young earth

Old earth

Appearance of age

Framework hypothesis

Questions

1. “First, however, we should be aware that Bible difficulties are not a recent discovery.” Give some examples of ancient discussions of Bible problems. 

2. “Evangelical writers have often said that although there are many Bible difficulties, nobody has ever proved the existence of a single error.” Is this claim true? Argue pro or con. 

3. In theological problems, Frame says, “we are especially confronted with mystery.” What does this imply for the way we deal with such problems? 

4. “It may seem as though logical contradictions are easy to identify,” but Frame thinks it is not so easy. Why? 
5. Give an example of a logical problem that can be resolved by careful examination of the meanings of terms. 
6. In discussing the ethical problems of Scripture, Frame says, “a major problem with such arguments is that in the absence of a theistic foundation for ethics, ethical disagreement runs rampant in our society.” How is this relevant? 

7. Is the mustard seed the smallest of all seeds? Respond. 

8. “So the question of factual accuracy is tied into questions of interpretation.” How are these tied to one another? 

9. How are factual questions related to questions of worldview and presupposition? 

10. How many demoniacs did Jesus heal in the story told in Matt. 8:28-34, Mark 5:1-20, and Luke 8:26-39? Do these passages contradict? If not, why not? 

11. How does Jesus fulfill Hos. 11:1, according to  Matt. 2:13-14? Does Matthew misinterpret the Old Testament passage? Why or why not? 

12. Does Paul allegorize the Hagar story in Gal. 4:21-31? Is this legitimate? Explain. Is it helpful to say that Paul is applying the Genesis text? aHa
13. “Similarly, the theories of archaeologists should not be treated as self-validating.” Explain, apply to archaeological difficulties. 

14. Frame says that “uniqueness [in Enns’ sense] is no part of the doctrine of biblical inspiration.” Explain the problem raised by Enns, and Frame’s response. 

15. “Similarly confused is the notion that accounts of the same event are contradictory unless they have exactly the same emphasis and perspective.” Explain, evaluate. 

16. “Some New Testament scholars have actually maintained the principle that a saying ascribed to Jesus is most likely inauthentic if it addresses needs and concerns of the church in the book of Acts and after.” Give Frame’s response, and yours. 

17. “So when questions of the historicity of Scripture come up, it is important to understand the genre, or the type of literature under discussion.” Discuss some questions in which this issue comes up, and show how it is relevant in dealing with them.

18. What are the most important considerations in dealing with the various problems arising from Gen. 1-2? 

19. Discuss some problems of date, authorship, setting. 

29. The Clarity of Scripture

Key Terms
Attributes of Scripture

Qualities of Scripture

Functions of Scripture in our lives

Ordinary means

Questions
1. Show how Scripture’s power, authority, and clarity correspond to Frame’s lordship attributes. 

2. Explain the purpose of the WCF statement on the clarity of Scripture. 

3. “But the Confession’s statement does not encourage autonomous or lawless Bible study. It does not make every layman an expert in Scripture.” Note the qualifications the Confession places on the clarity of Scripture. What are the “ordinary means” that can help us understand the Bible? 

4. Is it legitimate to limit the clarity of Scripture to “matters of salvation?” Explain and evaluate the distinction Frame makes in this connection. 

5. Is it possible to say what a person must know in order to be saved? Present Frame’s answer, and yours. 

6. Does Scripture teach that Scripture is clear? Discuss Frame’s answer in terms of the lordship attributes, first God’s control. Is clarity selective in some sense? 
7. Scripture is always clear enough for us to carry out our present responsibilities before God. Explain, evaluate. What is the argument for defining clarity this way? 
8. Discuss the relationship of clarity to God’s presence, referring to Deut. 30:11-14 and Rom. 10:5-9. 
30. The Necessity of Scripture
Key Terms
Necessary condition

Sufficient condition

Necessity of Scripture

Worship

Salvation

Questions

1. How do the necessity, comprehensiveness, and sufficiency of Scripture reflect the lordship attributes?

2. How does the Westminster Confession show that Scripture is necessary? 

3. “The written word is, first, necessary for our relationship with God as our covenant lord.” How? Explain. 

4. Can we claim to be covenant servants of Christ if we don’t acknowledge Scripture? Discuss. 

5. Is inspired Scripture necessary for salvation? Show why or why not. 
6. “Just as salvation is not by human works, it is not by human wisdom.” Explain, indicating the biblical basis of this statement. Evaluate. 

7. How does lack of an authoritative Scripture affect the doctrines of salvation in liberal theology? Evaluate them in this respect. 

8. Why does Frame object to recent attempts to start a “modern reformation?” 

9. What might a true reformation in our time focus on? Draw parallels between our time and earlier periods of reformation in the church. 

31. The Comprehensiveness of Scripture

Key Terms

Comprehensiveness of Scripture

Cultural mandate

Great Commission

Questions

1. Show how God’s word bears on the whole of life in the Old Testament period. 

2. How does the New Testament present the comprehensiveness of God’s word? 
3. How are the Cultural Mandate and the Great Commission different? Similar? How does each express the comprehensiveness of God’s word? 

4. “God’s lordship, therefore, is totalitarian.” Explain, evaluate. 

32. The Sufficiency of Scripture

Key Terms
Sufficiency of Scripture

Salvation, faith and life (in WCF 1.6)

Good and necessary consequence

Inscriptional curse

Two-source doctrine

One-source doctrine

Light of nature

Christian prudence

General sufficiency

Particular sufficiency

Theology

Application

Moral syllogism 

Grudem’s view of prophecy

Protestant traditionalism

Confessional subscription

Strict subscription

System subscription

Questions
1. “So [Scripture] is just as sufficient for plumbing as it is for theology. And in that sense it is sufficient for science and ethics as well.” Explain, evaluate. 

2. “So (a) the ‘content of Scripture’ includes all the logical implications of Scripture, (b) The logical implications of Scripture have the same authority as Scripture, and (c) logical deductions from Scripture do not add anything to Scripture. “ Explain and evaluate these statements. 
3. Give an example of the need to use logic with “hermeneutical wisdom.” 

4. Show why we should not abandon logic as a means of drawing content from Scripture, even though people make errors in logic. 

5. What does the inscriptional curse forbid us to do? How is this relevant to the sufficiency of Scripture? 

6. WCF 1.6 names two errors that violate the sufficiency of Scripture. What are these? Evaluate the Confession’s critique. 

7. Why do we need the Holy Spirit’s illumination, if Scripture is sufficient? 

8. Why do we need natural revelation and Christian prudence if Scripture is sufficient? 

9. “The fact that Scripture doesn’t mention abortion, or nuclear war, or financial disclosure, or parking meters, therefore, never means that we may abandon Scripture in considering these issues.” Why not? Explain. 

10. Show the relevance of Isa. 29:13-14 and Mark 7:8 to the sufficiency of Scripture. 
11. Same with 2 Tim. 3:16-17. This passage seems to say that the Old Testament is sufficient for New Testament believers. How can that be? Discuss. 

12. Were God’s words to Adam sufficient for him, even though God later supplemented them? In what way? Explain. 

13. “Like clarity, sufficiency is an ethical doctrine.” In what way? Discuss. 

14. “So, like clarity, sufficiency is relative to our present duties before God.” Discuss the meaning of this statement and its biblical basis. 

15. Discuss the relevance of Heb. 1:1-4 and 2:1-4 to the “particular sufficiency” of Scripture. 

16. “Scripture itself requires us to correlate what it says with general revelation.” Where? Explain. 

17. “The right way to study Scripture is to apply it to the issues that face us in our own time.” Explain, give biblical basis, evaluate. 

18. “Unlike any other ancient book, Scripture is written with the purpose of instructing those who would live many centuries into the future, to give them instruction, endurance, encouragement, and hope.” Give biblical basis. How does 2 Tim. 3:16-17 bear on this purpose of Scripture? 

19. How does the nature of the moral syllogism show the importance of correlating Scripture with extra-biblical information? Discuss. 
20. Reply to the Roman Catholic challenge to the sufficiency of Scripture. 

21. Same for charismatic theology, taking into account (a) Grudem’s view of prophecy, (b) forms of revelation that continue beyond the apostolic age. 

22. Frame says of general revelation, “…we should not be intellectualistic in our understanding of how this knowledge comes to us.” Describe possible non-intellectualistic forms of general revelation. 

23. Discuss the sufficiency of Scripture in the light of the revelation described in Matt. 11:27 and Eph. 1:17. 

24. Do preaching and teaching constitute revelation? If so, how are these consistent with sola Scriptura?

25. How does sola Scriptura relate to Protestant forms of traditionalism? Discuss it in relation to (a) fundamentalist abstinence from wine, etc., (b) confessional subscription, (c)  unwritten traditions about worship. 
33. The Transmission of Scripture

Key Terms
Copying

Autographa

Apographa 

Autographic text

Septuagint (LXX)

Textual criticism

Singular care and providence
Redundancy of Scripture

Questions
1. “The written word itself passes through a number of processes before it reaches our ears, our eyes, and our hearts.” Name some of these. Is there a temporal order in Frame’s list? 

2. What is the main difference between the two lists that Frame sets out? 

3. What is an autograph? How did the original recipients know that it was authentic? 

4. Is it Scriptural to limit the full authority of Scripture to the autograph? Give references. 
5. “So the inscriptional curse passages do distinguish between the original manuscripts of Scripture and the copies, and they forbid any copying that changes the original text.” How do they do that? Discuss. 

6. “…what is at issue is not primarily the autographic document, but the autographic text…” Explain, evaluate. 

7. “But it is possible that there will be errors in the copy.” Why? 

8. Why should we limit inspiration to the autographs, when Jesus and the apostles quote copies as God’s word? 
9. “Some have claimed that the limitation of inerrancy to the autographs is a ‘convenient dodge’ to avoid dealing with Bible problems.” Reply to this objection. 

10. “When we reach the end of our ability to explain, it is far better, indeed more cogent, to say honestly ‘I don’t know.’” Far better than what? Why is this admission better than other approaches? 

11. If the doctrine of inerrancy pertains only to documents that are now lost, how can it be useful? 

12. Why did God allow the autographs to be lost? Present Frame’s two suggestions and evaluate them. 

13. Why did God choose not to give us perfect copies? Present Frame’s answers and evaluate. 

14. “The question then becomes, why did God inspire an inerrant word, then consign that word to a fallible process of distribution and appropriation?” Reply to that question. 

15. Isn’t any loss of biblical content a serious loss? Reply. 

16. “Because of God’s ‘singular care and providence’ (WCF 1.8) over the process of transmission, we now have in Scripture all the personal words that God intends to say to us today. “ Is this true? Defend your answer. 
34. Translations and Editions of Scripture

Key Terms

Translation
Questions

1. “What God says to the hearers of his divine voice (Chapter 14) is always a translation of his eternal thought, a translation from divine speech to human speech.” Is this true? If so, is it important? How? Discuss. 

2. “Scripture never suggests that such translation distorts the divine words.” Is this true? If so, how is it important? Discuss. 

3. “…when New Testament writers quote the LXX, it is not their intention to grant authority to the LXX as a translation, but to use the LXX as a vehicle by which to quote the autographic text.” Explain, evaluate. 

4. “So the translation of Scripture is not only a practical necessity. It is rooted in the very nature of the biblical gospel, a gospel for “every language” (Rev. 14:6).” How? Discuss. 

5. How can imperfect translations communicate the word of God? Refer to relevant biblical passages and principles. 

35. Teaching and Preaching
Key Terms
Didasko, didache
Kerusso, kerygma
General office

Special office
Questions
1. “…the oral medium preceded the written medium in time.” Does this fact imply that written revelation is subordinate in authority to oral revelation?

2. Discuss similarities and differences between preaching and teaching in the New Testament. 

3. Distinguish general office from special office teaching. 

4. Does the New Testament ever speak of preaching or sermons as an element of post-resurrection New Testament worship? Is that question important? How? 

5. What does the New Testament say about instruction as an aspect of worship?

6. “If we can rid ourselves of some common assumptions, we may note that 1 Cor. 14:26 is less restrictive than many of our churches today as to the nature of teaching in worship.” How is it less restrictive? What does that imply for our worship today? 

7. What does the Second Helvetic Confession mean when it says, “The preaching of the word of God is the word of God?” 

8. “Insofar as the preacher brings the true word to us, the autographic text is on his lips, just as surely as it was on the lips of Jesus or Paul.” Explain, evaluate. 

9. Is preaching “central” to worship? Enumerate and evaluate Frame’s hesitations. 

10. “…even an illustration can be a communication of the autographic text of Scripture. “ Is this true? Discuss. 
36. Sacraments

Key Terms
Sacraments

Visible words

Signs

Divine actions (in sacraments)

Communion

Seals

Ex opera operato

Baptism

The Lord’s Supper

Cleansing (in baptism)

Repentance (“)

Union with Christ (“)

Baptismal regeneration

Transubstantiation

Eucharist
Questions
1. Discuss the three aspects of a sacrament, according to Frame. How do these correlate to the three perspectives and the lordship attributes? 

2. How does the Lord’s Supper involve “past, present, and future references?” Discuss. 

3. What is wrong with the doctrine of transubstantiation? How does it foster, in Frame’s view, a distortion of the Bible doctrine of salvation? Evaluate. 

4. Describe Lutheran and Zwinglian views of the presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper. Evaluate. What does Calvin add to Zwingli’s position? 

5. Discuss “table fellowship with God” as a theme found throughout the Bible.

6. The sacraments “portray salvation in Christ in an astonishing variety of ways.” Explain, evaluate. 

7. “God intends to communicate to us, not only propositions, commands, and promises, but also visions and feelings commensurate with those words.” How does this apply to the sacraments? Comment. 

37. Theology

Key Terms
Theology (basic idea)

Theology (Schleiermacher)

Theology (Hodge)

Theology (Frame)

Subjectivist (in theology)

Objectivist (“)

Edification

Didasko, didache, didaskalia
Hygiainos
Application

Exegetical theology

Biblical theology

Systematic theology

Historical theology

Practical theology

Triangulation 
Questions
1. How do Scripture and natural revelation function in the work of theology? 

2. What important question about theology does Hodge fail to answer, according to Frame? 

3. How would you answer that question? How does Frame? 

4. “It would not be wrong either to say that theology occurs in the lives of people, in their behavior.” Explain, evaluate. 

5. Should theology be restricted to academic or technical questions? Why or why not? 

6. Why does Frame say that systematic theology is a “highly practical” discipline? Evaluate. 

7. Note Frame’s cautions about the making of theological systems and evaluate. 

8. “Theology should be Bible centered.” Explain and evaluate. 

9. “I feel, however, that theology today has become preoccupied by these auxiliary disciplines to the extent of neglecting its primary responsibility: to apply Scripture itself.” Explain. How does Frame link this problem to our present way of training theologians? Evaluate. 

10. “To carry out that purpose (edification) requires, not only academic excellence, but a heart-knowledge of Jesus, a prayerful spirit, and an understanding of the needs of people.“ Meditate and comment. 

11. Frame: “good theology is a communication of the autographic text of Scripture.” Explain, evaluate. 

38. Confessions, Creeds, Traditions

Key Terms
Paradosis
Tradition

Traditionalism

Creed

Confession 

Credible profession of faith

Presumption of innocence

Strict subscription

System subscription

Secondary standards

Questions
1. “The New Testament distinguishes two kinds of tradition, one good and one bad.” Distinguish these and evaluate. 
2. “Roman Catholic theologians often claim that there is authentic teaching from the apostles that was never recorded in Scripture, but was communicated orally and passed on through the generations of the church over the centuries.” Was there such teaching? Evaluate this view. 

3. “Extra-biblical tradition is not necessarily bad, however, whether or not it comes from the apostles. Indeed, such tradition is unavoidable.” What does Frame mean by this? Evaluate. What are some good uses of such tradition? What should we avoid in making use of it? 

4. Discuss three forms of traditionalism and respond to each. 

5. Discuss the purposes of creeds and confessions. Evaluate. 

6. Are there creeds or confessions in Scripture? Mention some possibilities and discuss their significance. 

7. What does Scripture say about the importance of maintaining doctrinal truth in the church? Mention some passages. 

8. Was the early church’s method of dealing with doctrinal error reactive or proactive? Discuss the values and dangers of each? 

9. Frame: “In any case, the use of creeds and confessions to maintain orthodoxy in the church must be regarded as an optional method of protecting true doctrine, not a mandatory means of it. I think this point is obvious.” Do you agree? Discuss.
10. “In my judgment, there should be no confessional requirement for church members.” Discuss. How should new members be received? 

11. Discuss the value of a doctrinal statement in determining the orthodoxy of officer-candidates in the church. 

12. Is the “presumption of innocence” a biblical principle? Discuss. 

13. Frame: “the attempt to maintain orthodoxy in the church by confessional subscription has not, historically, achieved its goal.” Explain, evaluate. 

14. Characterize confessional subscription in the PCA: loose? System subscription? Strict subscription? Should this be changed? Why or why not?

15. Frame says that creeds and confessions convey the word of God to us and adds, “Indeed, creeds and confessions have an authority above other teaching.” How? Do you agree? Discuss. 

39. Human Reception of Scripture

Key Terms
Objective revelation

Subjective revelation received in unbelief

Subjective revelation received in faith

Belief

Obedience

Participation

Spectacles of Scripture

Questions
1. How should we receive the word of God? 
40. The Interpretation of Scripture

Key Terms
Interpretation

Hermeneutics

Meaning 

Sense

Import

Scriptura ipsius interpres
Fourfold sense
Literal

Allegorical

Tropological

Anagogical

Questions
1. “So now I would suggest that interpretation-hermeneutics is also application.” Why does Frame say this? Evaluate. 

2. Identify by examples different levels of meaning. Why is it important to recognize these? 

3. “How can we understand texts from times and cultures far removed from ours?” Present Frame’s responses, and your own. 

4. “That gap is filled with our own brothers and sisters in the Lord who have built bridges from the original composition of the Bible down to our own day. With their help, we can get back to the original cultural settings of Scripture by small steps.” What gap? Explain and evaluate. 

5. Of the Medieval “fourfold sense,” Frame says, “Actually, however, they weren’t always, or entirely wrong.” Why not? Discuss. 
6. What does WCF 1.9 mean when it says that the meaning of Scripture is not manifold, but one? Does this mean that a biblical text applies in only one way? 

41. Assurance
Key Terms
Nonpropositional

Mystical

Foundationalism

Certainty

Cone of certainty

Confidence

Questions
1. Of what assumptions should we remind ourselves, when asking how we can possibly be assured of the truth of a book that has come to us through a great number of human processes? 

2. In our quest for assurance, is it helpful to look at Scripture as primarily nonpropositional, or as the stimulus to a mystical experience? Why or why not? 

3. In 1 Cor. 15:1-12, what is Paul’s primary argument for the Resurrection of Christ? How does this apply to our own quest for certainty? 
4. “And if we cannot identify God’s word (despite the history of textual and interpretative problems), then we have no hope. Christianity is a sham.” Is this true? Meditate and respond. 

5. “How is such assurance possible? For one thing, it is not at all difficult for God.” How is this relevant to our quest for certainty? 

6. “We do not believe God because we have subjected God to our tests and the tests of others. Rather, God’s word is the foundation of our thought.” Explain, evaluate. 

7. Is the epistemology of this chapter foundationalist? Explain why or why not. 

8. “…every believer begins with certainty.” Certainty of what? Explain, evaluate.

9. “They (these presuppositions) form the foundation on which all our other knowledge is to be built.” Explain and evaluate. 

10. Describe your personal “cone of certainty.” Give examples of beliefs you would put at the top, at the bottom, and in between. 

11. “Such passages present this knowledge [of revelation], not as something tentative, but as a firm basis for life and hope.” Cite some biblical texts that show this. 

12. “On the other hand, the Bible presents doubt largely negatively.” Cite some texts that show this. 

13. Is it wrong to doubt? Cite Scripture passages on this. 
14. “That is to say, as we obey the revelation of which we are certain, God grants us certainty about other things.” Evaluate. 

42. Person Revelation: The Divine Witness

Key Terms
Person revelation

Theophany

Angel of the Lord

Illumination

Regeneration on its noetic side

“Positive testimony” (Murray)

Demonstration

Indwelling

Self-witness of Scripture

Cause of belief

Rational ground of belief

Evidence

Self-attestation

Questions
1. “: If meaning is application, at least from one perspective, then as we seek to understand language it is important to see how its speakers apply it.” Explain, evaluate. 
2. “But Jesus Christ is also a theophany.” Present the basis for this statement and its implications for our knowledge of God. How does 1 John 1:1-3 bear on this? 

3. “Theophany is also connected in Scripture with the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity.” How? 

4. “Here we shall note that Christ speaks through all forms of revelation.” How? Cite biblical evidence. 

5. “The Spirit is also the teacher of the church, the Spirit of the prophets and apostles…” How does Scripture show that the prophets and apostles spoke by the Spirit? 

6. Frame says that when we pray for the preaching of our pastors, and God answers affirmatively, “This is not inspiration, because the preacher remains fallible. But it is something like inspiration.” Explain and evaluate. 

7. “And I would note that often when charismatics speak of prophecy, what they refer to is very similar to what noncharismatics would call “Spirit-filled preaching.” Explain, evaluate. Is this a possible talking point for Reformed and charismatics? 

8. “This “demonstration” (apodeixis) (in 1 Thess. 2:13) does not convey truth content in addition to that of Scripture itself. Rather, it persuades us to embrace the content of the word itself.” Explain, evaluate. 

9. “The indwelling of the Spirit is also revelatory.” How? Explain. 
10. “…the Spirit and the word, God’s breath and speech, are always together.” Give some examples. 

11. “How, then, do we know that Scripture is the word of God?” Give Frame’s triperspectival answer and comment. 

12. “if Christians are motivated to believe in God by, say, wish fulfillment, that doesn’t prove God doesn’t exist, nor does it disprove any reasons we may give for believing in God.” Discuss the relationship between causes of belief and reasons for belief. In which of these two categories is the Holy Spirit’s witness? 
13. In WCF 1.5, “the impression left is that the evidences take us maybe 90% of the way to full assurance, but we need the work of the Spirit to reach 100% assurance.” Is this the best way to think of the relation of the Spirit’s testimony to evidences of biblical authority?

14. Frame: “… the evidences in Scripture of its own divine authority are not merely probable. They are certain.” Explain, evaluate. 

15. “Further, the work of the Spirit is not to add 10% to the probability of the argument, as if we could go 90% of the way without the Spirit, but we needed the inner work of the Spirit to go the rest of the way. Rather, without the Spirit illuminating and demonstrating the truth of Scripture, we cannot even go 1% of the way.” Explain, evaluate. 

16. Frame says that the work of the Spirit is to “make us accept Scripture’s self-attestation.” Explain, evaluate. 

17. According to Frame, what is the cause of faith? The reason for faith? Explain, evaluate. 

43. Human Beings as Revelation

Key Terms
Image of God

Imitatio Christi
Apostolic parousia
Questions

1. How does redemption affect the image of God in which we are made? 

2. “Imitation of other persons is an important means of learning in general, and specifically an important means of learning the word of God.” Give biblical evidence. 

3. “We might think that we can imitate Jesus in many ways, but not in his atoning love.” Why might we think this? But what does Scripture say?

4. “The apostles place great weight on themselves as person-revelation.” Give biblical evidence. 

5. What does a personal visit of an apostle add to revelation in writing? 

6. “But person-revelation continues beyond the generation of the apostles.” Give biblical evidence. 
7. Frame: “I oppose the notion that preaching should merely expound the redemptive narrative of Scripture and should never appeal to biblical characters as examples.” Why? Examine Frame’s Scripture references. 

44. Writing on the Heart

Key Terms
God’s name

heart

remnant

new covenant

subjective revelation

objective revelation

Questions
1. Frame: “My application of this rich vein of biblical theology is that God sets his own name, a revelation of himself, indeed his own presence, upon every believer.” Consider the biblical data and evaluate. 
2. “One of the most remarkable proofs of the deity of Christ, then, is that the NT uses his name just as the OT used the name of Yahweh.” Explain, give examples. 

3. “In a still broader sense, all creation bears the name of the Lord.” Explain, evaluate. 

4. What does it mean for somebody to write God’s word on his heart? Discuss. Did any Israelites actually do this? 

5. In the new covenant, Israel’s “new heart will be a gift of God’s sheer grace.” Give biblical evidence. What is the role of Christ in this gift, according to Hebrews? 
6. We have seen that believers have the word of God written on their hearts. What does this mean for us day by day? 

7. Cite and discuss passages that refer to revelation as something subjective. 

8. “Our hearts, then, are the destination of God’s revelation. In us, the process of communication reaches its terminus.” Explain, evaluate. 

45. Summary and Organizational Reflections
Key Terms
General revelation

Special revelation

Existential revelation

Pre-redemptive special revelation

Questions

1. Summarize the basic argument of the book. 

2. What are some points that Frame seeks to make that are unusual in the literature about revelation and Scripture? 

3. What are some problems in the traditional distinction between general and special revelation? 

4. Was there special revelation before the Fall? Make proper distinctions.
5. Expound Frame’s distinction between general, special, and existential revelation. How does the third of these clarify the discussion? 

6. “This discussion, I think, like many theological discussions, takes extra-biblical theological concepts too seriously.” Comment. 

7. Frame says of general, special, and existential revelation, “these three forms are perspectival, in that you cannot have one without having the others.” Explain, evaluate. 
46. Epilogue

Key Terms
Fundamentalism
Dispensationalism

Questions

1. “The present volume, however, will probably not be seen as progressive.” Why not? 

2. “I do not condemn studies focused on the history and contemporary expressions of these doctrines. Those have their usefulness. But what we need most is to hear God’s voice, even in trying to understand what God’s voice is.” Explain, evaluate. 

3. “Scripture is where we must go to establish any doctrine. In theology proper, anthropology, Christology, and soteriology, everyone who seeks to be orthodox recognizes Scripture as our ultimate source of knowledge. The same is true in the doctrine of Scripture.” Is this a circular argument? Discuss. 

4. “One gets the impression these days that many Christians, even evangelicals, even those with Reformed convictions, think that there is no doctrine of Scripture in Scripture.” Do you agree? Discuss. 

5. Frame says that if we claim faults in Scripture, “then there are two lords: Jesus and autonomous reason.” Explain, evaluate. 

6. “For all their frequent literalism, dispensationalism, and anti-intellectualism, the fundamentalists were stalwart in defending Scripture as God’s word, in the face of attacks on all sides.” Isn’t it rather extreme for Frame to commend fundamentalism? Discuss. 

7. “I do think that, reactionary as it is, this book introduces some new ideas into the discussion.” Is this true? If so, name some. 

8. “The doctrine of the word of God in this book is unintelligible apart from the role that God plays every moment to vouch for his word and to accompany it to its destination.” Explain, evaluate. 

